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(57) Abstract 

A complex consisting of at least one negatively 
charged nucleic acid and at least one positively charged 
polymeric conjugate with an electrostatic bond therebe- 
tween, said polymeric conjugate containing a polymer made 
up of monomelic units supporting free NH3 + functions 
thereof, and being such that the free NH3* functions of 
said units are substituted in a ratio of at least 10 %, ad- 
vantageously 45-70 % and particularly 60 %, by uncharged 
residues causing a reduction in positive charges relative to 
the unsubstituted polymeric conjugate, whereby release of 
the nucleic acid by dissociation of the complex is facilitated; 
said residues also have the properties of comprising at least 
one hydroxyl group and not corresponding to any recog- 
nition signal recognised by a cell membrane receptor, and 
the free NH3 + functions of said units and/or the hydroxyl 
groups of said residues may also be substituted by at least 
one molecule forming a recognition signal recognised by a cell membrane receptor, with the proviso that the polymeric conjugate contains 
at least 30 % of the free Nlfe + functions. 
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